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Brief Summary of the Study 

Data Collection 

Observations-The students were ob-

served as they listened to audio books 

on iPods.  Notes were taken about 

their behaviors during this time. 

Photographs-The researchers took pic-

tures of students during iPod reading 

sessions.  They later reviewed the pho-

tos, looking at body language and fa-

cial expressions of the students. 

Interviews-The researchers inter-

viewed students at three points during 

the research process.   Students re-

sponded to questions about reading 

habits, interest in reading, and feel-

ings about using the iPods. 

Discussion and Results 

This study was designed to examine the 

effectiveness of using iPods to motivate 

students who are English Language 

Learners to read independently.  The final 

interview asked students if using an iPod 

made them more or less interested in 

reading and why. 

 100% of the students said they were 

more interested in reading when they 

could use an iPod. 

 30 % of the students stated that liked 

using the iPods because they learn 

new words when they listen to the sto-

ries. 

 80% of the students responded that 

they liked using the iPods because 

they were fun. 

“I’m more interested in reading with 

the iPod, because I learn better if 

someone reads to me.” —2nd grader 

“I like the iPods because they tell me 

the words and I understand better.”    

   —Kindergartener 

Conclusion 

Research supports the use of iPods to 

motivate students to read.  The key   

issue to the success of the students  

using the iPods is teaching them how to 

use the technology independently. 

We believe that iPods can be effective 

learning tools for students of all ages.  

The fact that iPods are current, “cool” 

technology drives the student interest in 

using them.  Based on our experiences 

with the students, we feel that  iPods 

have a definite place in the classroom 

and have the potential to be used as a 

powerful tool in education. 


